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Team NetApp with second spot on the podium in the Giro d’Italia
Jan Barta misses stage victory in Cervinia by a whisker

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cervinia – 19 May 2012. Team NetApp narrowly missed out on victory today in the first high mountain stage of the Giro d’Italia. After Jan Barta made an impressive breakaway with a daring move on the 206-kilometer course from Cherasco to Cervinia, Andrey Amador Bikkazakova (Movistar) was able to overtake him just before the finish. Alessandro De Marchi (Androni Giocatolli) took third place. Ryder Hesjedal (Garmin-Barracuda) took the maglia rosa once again on the fourteenth stage. Jan Barta is now the best-ranked NetApp rider with sitting in 46th overall.

"Jan pulled off an incredible race today; it went like a crime novel. To ride to second place on this difficult stage is fantastic. At the end, he put out 150 percent in order to achieve victory, but he had simply used up too much energy beforehand. I'm extremely impressed by his performance," said a contented Jens Heppner.

"We were counting on the possibility that a breakaway group could prevail if it won a 15-minute lead before the first mountain. It turned out to be a few minutes less than that, but the tactic was nonetheless successful," declared the Sport Director.  Jan Barta initially started his attack with seven other riders, and was then all alone for a while at the Col de Joux before Andrey Amador and Alessandro De Marchi moved to the head of the race.  After Barta had to briefly give ground, he fought his way back to rejoin the two leading riders. Up to the finish, the trio ultimately had a lead of 20 seconds.
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